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SUBJECT: ECE HIGHLIGHTS OF SAEP SIXTH SESSION, GENEVA, 
FEBRUARY 27-MARCH 3, 1978 

1 . SEPTELS (GENEVA 3334 AND 3349) REPORT ON TWO 
PRINCIPAL TOPICS STEMMING FROM SIXTH SESSION OF SENIOR 
ADVISERS TO ECE GOVERNMENTS ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS 
(SAEP): PROPOSED HIGH-LEVEL MEETING ON ENVIRONMENT 

AND CONTROL OF FLOW OF TOXIC SUBSTANCES THROUGH THE 
ENVIRONMENT. 

2. MEETING WAS CHAIRED BY NORWAY (LYKKE) WITH HUNGARY 
(SZENNES) VICE-CHAIRMAN; RAPPORTEURS WERE POLAND 
(SUCHORZEWSKI) AND U.S. (SPILLMAN). ESSENTIAL SHAPE 

OF SAEP PROGRAM UNCHANGED, WITH EMPHASIS CONTINUING ON 
MONITORING AND EVALUATION OF LONG-RANGE TRANSPORT OF 
AIR POLLUTANTS (IN COOPERATION WITH UNEP AND WMO), 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT, AND ENERGY-ENVIRONMENT 
INTERFACE. MAJOR NEW PROJECT AREA WILL BE LOW AND NON- 
WASTE TECHNOLOGY. IN-DEPTH TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION AT 
SEVENTH SESSION (FEBRUARY 1979) WILL BE ENERGY AND THE 
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ENVIRONMENT. 

3. SAEP SUPPORTED CONTINUING INPUT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PERSPECTIVES INTO ECE OVERALL ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE. 
IMMEDIATE EFFECT WILL BE TO BRING OUTCOME OF BILTHOVEN 
MEETING ON ENVIRONMENTAL PERSPECTIVES (SEPTEMBER 1977) 

TO ATTENTION OF ECE 33RD SESSION WITH REQUEST CONCLUSIONS 
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OF MEETING BE REFLECTED IN OVERALL ECONOMIC PERSPECTIVE. 

4. PROGRAM SUGGESTED BY WORKING PARTY ON AIR POLLUTION 
PROBLEMS WILL GO FORWARD ESSENTIALLY AS PROPOSED. AT 
SUGGESTION OF SEVERAL REPRESENTATIVES (INCLUDING U.S.), 
SECRETARIAT AGREED TO DEFER SEMINAR ON AIR POLLUTION 
PROBLEMS IN CEMENT INDUSTRY PENDING FURTHER EXAMINATION 
OF ITS POSSIBLE UTILITY. SAEP ALSO APPROVED SEMINAR ON 
NOISE IN 1980 AND ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

IN 1979. 

5. U.S. REP (GRANT) WAS IOINED BY OTHERS (INCLUDING 
ESPECIALLY CANADA) IN PRAISING SECRETARIAT FOR CRISP, 
SYNOPTIC PRESENTATION OF CURRENT SAEP WORK PROGRAM. LED 
BY U.S., THERE WAS CONSENSUS THAT OVERALL PROGRAM BE 
MADE MORE COHESIVE AND THAT EFFECTIVE MEANS BE FOUND 
TO COORDINATE ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVITIES AMONG ALL ECE 
PRINCIPAL SUBSIDIARY BODIES. 

6. IN SEVERAL AREAS CLOSE LINKS EXIST BETWEEN UNEP AND 
ECE. REFLECTING INCREASED RELIANCE ON SAEP FOR REGIONAL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF UNEP PROGRAM ACTIVITIES. AMONG SUCH 
AREAS, IN ADDITION TO AIR POLLUTION. ARE SAEP COOPERA- 
TION IN UNEP MEDITERRANEAN PROGRAM, LOW AND NON-WASTE 
TECHNOLOGY, AND 1979 REGIONAL SEMINAR ON ALTERNATIVE 
PATTERNS OF DEVELOPMENT AND LIFESTYLES. 
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7. COMMENT: KEY ISSUE WAS POSSIBLE HIGH-LEVEL MEETING 
ON ENVIRONMENT, WHICH WAS LARGELY ADDRESSED IN INFORMAL 
CORRIDOR CONVERSATIONS. FORMAL SAEP SESSION WAS CHARAC- 
TERIZED BY RATHER UNANIMATED COVERAGE OF SAEP ACTIVITIES. 
HOWEVER, MEETING SHOWED THAT SAEP CONTINUES TO BE 
EFFECTIVE ORGAN FOR EAST- WEST ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION, 
WITH SUPPORT OF ABLE SECRETARIAT STAFF. SORENSON 
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